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Presentation overview

ÅBackground to formation of the Network

ÅNetwork constitution and achievements

ÅFuture direction 



The Need for a FMD Ref Lab 

Network

ÅMaking available accurate and timely global surveillance 
information
ï Value of sharing information on transboundary diseases, despite pressures 

against transparency

ï Developing trust and shared vision through ongoing contact and joint 
programmes of work

ÅNetwork goals
ïUnderstanding global FMD virus distribution and patterns in order to identify 

threats and make vaccine recommendations

ï Improving the quality of laboratory tests from international and national 
reference laboratories

ï Building up local capability in support of regional control programmes



Origins of the FMD Ref Lab 

Network

ÅOIE Ad Hoc Group on Antigen and Vaccine Banks for 
FMD (1st Meeting, Paris, 23-25 June 2004)

ÅRecognised need for two networks with synergistic 
activities 
ïRef Lab Network to identify vaccine strain priorities

ïVaccine Bank Network to help make emergency vaccines 
available

ÅEU Coordinated Action on FMD and CSF
(1st Jan 2005 - 30th June 2008) ïprovided
facilitation and funding 



Future development and operation 

of a potential vaccine bank network 

ÅAn international FMDV vaccine/antigen bank 
network would be beneficial in many ways
ï Exchange of technical know-how and information on  

strain selection and performance  

ï Access to the vaccines/antigens in other banks could 
reduce the burden of stockpiling on individual members 
and increase the range of strains available 

ÅNevertheless, the administrative challenges to 
making this a reality are formidable
ïConstraints related to confidentiality, disparate standards, 

conflicts of interest and complex administration
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Sharing information

ÅAnnual meetings 
ï Pirbright 2005

ï Florianopolis 2006

ï Gaborone 2007

ï Lanzhou 2008

ï Delhi 2009

ÅAnnual Reports to OIE/FAO

ÅJoint publications

ÅMemorandum of understanding

ÅWeb-based information portal (ReLaIS)

ÅInter -laboratory comparative vaccine matching trials



Annual Report

ÅUnique collation of data and interpretation

ÅMaps to show distribution of outbreaks and origins of 

samples submitted to Network Labs

ÅDelineation of regional viral pools

ÅChanges in status

ÅGap analysis

ÅThreats

ÅVaccine recommendations

ÅTables of detailed laboratory results: serotyping, genetic 

comparisons and vaccine matching tests
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FMD outbreaks reported to FAO/OIE during 2008 

and identified at country level 

(although some may be highly localised)




